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Your Excellency, distinguished guests, 


Welcome, and thank you for coming here today to honour and recognise the achievements of 
Canadian writers. 


The Canada Council's premier award program, to which the Governor General so generously lends 
his name, is among the highest honours a writer can receive. This year's laureates enter a 
distinguished pantheon of Canadian literary figures. 


Before we get on to this afternoon's primary task, that of naming this year's laureates, | would 
like to thank the men and women who served on the English and French selection committees. They 
dedicated hundreds of hours to the judgment of literally hundreds of worthy titles, and, in the end, 
made the difficult but wise decisions as to who, among many equals, should receive the Governor 
General's Award. 


This is no easy task. For blessed as Canada is with many, many excellent writers, the 
selection committee was, as always, forced to make exceedingly fine distinctions. But, as | am sure 
we will soon agree, the committees have again done their job very well. 


| would like to give special thanks to the Bank of Montreal and to it's Chairman, Matthew 
Barrett, for their generous support of the Governor General's Awards -- and for hosting the annual 
dinner in honour of the laureates. 


Under Mr. Barrett's leadership, the Bank of Montreal has become a true partner -- providing 
nearly a fifth of the overall costs of running and promoting the Council's Governor General's Literary 
Award program. To me, this inspired leadership is a model for other business people who personally 
value art and literature, and want to give tangible thanks to the community which has provided them 
with such enjoyment and enrichment. 


At the Council, we are currently dealing with this issue and are determined to encourage other 
Canadians to express in a concrete way their love for the arts and for this country. 


After all, no symphony buff, gallery patron, bookworm, even a filmgoer, or TV watcher can 
doubt for a moment the value of ongoing support for artistic creators -- individuals who are at the heart 
of our cultural flourishing but who, sadly, are at the end of the line when it comes to monetary rewards. 


Few realise that the difference between many Canadian creators pursuing their craft or not, 
can be a few thousand dollars. Business people, even small businesses, might consider sponsoring 
an individual dancer's education, or commissioning a work for the office foyer. Or, as the Bank of 
Montreal did, using their annual report to commission and publish original works by Canadian authors. 
It can be that simple, that immediate. And when the effect of such investment can be seen to have 
given an individual artist a much-needed boost, it can be profoundly gratifying. 
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How does a small or medium sized business do this? Well here we are! The Canada Council 
is uniquely positioned to assist, administer, select, discover - in fact develop a whole range of 
programs for businesses so they can express their love of the arts and their unique role in validating 
our fragile country. That's part of our new mission, and | can assure you it has substance. 


Today is not only about celebration, but is about creating awareness. This has a two-fold 
effect. First, it allows Canadians everywhere to honour their writers and celebrate their achievements 
with us. And second, it will cause them to stop at the bookstore they might have passed every day 
and purchase a book by one of today laureates -- or one by a local writer, who is not yet recognised at 
this highest level, but one who, like those we honour today, is making a lifelong and personal journey 
through the written word. 


For without support at the novice and intermediate levels, that writer stands little chance of 
achieving his or her potential, of making it to the laureate's podium and we, in turn, stand the same 
small chance of having our lives enriched and our realities revealed by the writer's insight. This is why 
we must not cease in our efforts to find secure funding mechanisms for the arts. For without a 
country's artistic expression and its geography -- what is it really? 


| say "mechanisms" in the plural for a reason. As | mentioned, the Canada Council and the 
Bank of Montreal have proven creative and successful partners; today's event is ample proof of that. 
But | Know there are other unwed couples out there! 


Then there's the tax system. Just as Canadians enjoy numerous and interesting incentives to 
invest in Canadian businesses, so should they have real tax incentives to support domestic artistic 
endeavours. Artistic creation in Canada underpins a huge commercial enterprise; governments ought 
to recognise this and, working with artists’ groups and granting agencies like the Canada Council, 
create these incentives through the tax system. The Canada Council will soon announce the details 
of a strategy in this regard. 


The Canada Council is committed to the concept that the arts must become everyone's 
business! 


| will end my remarks on a personal note. As Canada has evolved in the past few decades 
from a small, dominantly English and French nation into an internationally recognised garden of social 
and cultural riches, | have been deeply moved by the ability of our writers to articulate those changes 
and reflect our country's incredible human diversity. 


| have been privileged to be able to travel widely in Canada throughout my life, and have met 
hundreds of writers throughout my career. Canadian writers are who | want to thank today -- their 
highly individual voices that have spoken to me directly and personally over the years and given me 
insight and understanding of Canada and its people that is of immeasurable importance to me. 
Through their words and through their sensibilities, | am vastly richer for it and am committed to 
ensuring generations to come are similarly blessed. 


Thank you. 
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